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In this first of a series of three spectacular pictures of the underwater explosion of the world’s fifth atomic bomb in Bikini Lagoon, July 25, the rising column of m;:':te?t‘:fﬁmﬂf b]:;“u;sAgutgg?gnl%ri Under the G.I Bill of Rights

water and atomic energy enters the first phase of its mushroom characteristic.. At the base of the column (left foreground) is the cruiser Salt Lake City, and in the right |Tillman M. Sogg, chairman of the | GOOD NEIGHBOR SCHOOL
foreground, the Jap battleship Nagato, both appearing to be toy ships, dwarfed by the gigantic formation. This picture, studied aboard the task force ship Appalachian, |committee on arrangements, has 922 17th St. N.W. REpublic 2943
caused speculation whether the battleship Arkansas was inside the mile-high waterspout. The 26,000-ton battlewagon disappeared in the blast. At one side of {)he column |&nnounced. :

a dark void can be noted. Experts said this was over the spot where the Arkansas floated.
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Here, the second of the series, atomic cloud and geyser have apparently reached a peak before disintegrating from the mushroom shape and before the tons of water
thrown skyward began to fall back into the lagoon. The pictures were made with special wide angle lens cameras set up in protected sites on Bikini Atoll, the beach of
which appears in the foreground in each of the photos.
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Last of the series, taken as the atomic force began to bill.ow out into a gigantic cloud. Below it the falling water appears to be about to engulf the parts of the fleet.
Because automatic controls were used on the cameras, the pictures were taken at a much closer range than it would have been possible for photographers to venture. |
In all photoswthe waters of the lagoon, except in the area of the explosion, appear to be calm. —Joint Army-Navy Task Force 1 Photos. |
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